It is well known that 3-substituted cyclobutane carboxylic acid derivatives exhibit anti-inflammatory and anti-depressant activity (Dehmlow & Schmidt, 1990), and also liquid crystal properties (Coghi, et al., 1976).
The title molecule, C 26 H 35 NO 2 , contains two cyclobutane rings that adopt butterfly conformations and are linked by a -CH(OH)CH 2 NHCH 2 CH(OH)-bridge. In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁN and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds together with C-HÁ Á Á interactions link the molecules.
Related literature
For applications of related compounds, see: Dehmlow & Schmidt (1990) ; Coghi et al. (1976) . For the preparation, see: Zalipsky et al. (1983) . For puckering of the cyclobutane ring, see: Swenson et al. (1997) ; Allen (1984 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring.
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Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz; (iii) Àx þ 2; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2002); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED32 (Stoe & Cie, 2002); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON (Spek, 2009).
Figure 1
The structure of (I), showing the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
Figure 2
Part of the crystal structure of the title compound, showing the N-H···O and O-H···N interactions. For clarity, only H atoms involved in hydrogen bonding have been included. For symmetry codes, see Table 1 . 47, 128.20, 125.26, 124.66, 74.27, 53.20, 38.77, 36.80, 36.14, 33.15, 30. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
1,1′-Bis(3-methyl-3-phenylcyclobutyl)-2,2′-(azanediyl)diethanol
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) (4) 
